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American Imperialism
 American imperialism can be defined as the economic, military, and also cultural influence of the united states on foreign countries. This was first popularized during the time of the president James k Polk, which lead to concept of an American empire. This was made reality in 1800s, this was the time of industrialization which made the American businessmen to go to an extent of seeking new international markets so that they can sell their goods. Increase in social Darwinism also led to the belief that the united states were responsible of bringing different concepts such as industry, democracy, as well as Christianity to societies which were not well developed. This attitude which was accompanied by other factors led the united states toward imperialism.
Imperialism set in the united states at the end of 1890s and this was because the frontier was settled and new territories had to be formed because these territories could not be established in the continental united states, since there was no any space left. Alaska was also to be settled because it was discovered buy united states but it needed more time because there was much to explore in this area of Alaska. After provocations in Cuba which happened in the year 1898, and sinking of the USS Maine which was supposedly done by the Spanish saboteurs. The population of the united states was impelled by the yellow press of Hearst and Pulitzer by use of papers which were telling the citizens that the Spanish were obliging murders against the population of the Cuban population and this made the country to go into war. This made Theodore Roosevelt to come up with a group which he named Rough Riders, this group of riders were made up of the sons of the rich citizens who used to have their own equipment’s and also their own horses. In order to compete with European nations which had taken a very huge portion of the world and made it its own, America had to make sure that they expand into overseas.
Germany was one of the biggest enemies of the united states since they were strong than America and they had more territories which they took to themselves as compared to America. This made the America to build a very large navy in order to contest with the rest of the globe. Due to their determination they were able to build a very large navy which was capable to battle any kind of enemy. Germany and America almost got into war over Samoa and this happened in Pago Pago. Germany gave Samoa to the united states, this gave united states 76 miles to be operating in. on the other hand America wanted to extension the islands in Hawaii so that it can obtain the resources on these islands which included large plantations of pineapples, coconuts, and other agricultural resources. These islands were also capable of providing a coaling and fueling station for the pacific fleet and this was favorable because it was close to Asia and china, this was also another advantage to America because it was able to work at a very close proximity hence making sure that the reaction time is minimum in case of any crisis arise in the region. Takeover papers were taken to Washington for president Cleveland to sign but Cleveland refused to sign and this made him to be criticized because he tried to stem patent purpose. Cleveland tried to reestablish Queen Liliuokalani but it failed. During the war which happened in 1898, the Manila Harbor which had the Spanish fleet was ruined by Dewey’s fleet which comprised of six ships. This made the democrats to think that foreigners would get a chance and get the American jobs and this is a problem even in the present days.
The America imperialistic brought some benefits to the people from these countries, one of the benefits was economic expansion which was very important. These countries were capable to import belongings to many places hence they were also capable of getting employed in America factories, having a large presence of military was also an added advantage to these countries. Some of these bases were very beneficial in future struggles such as the first world war. Even though the America imperialism was good its disadvantages were more as compared to its advantages this is because a lot of these countries din not ask help from America and they were not in need of their help since anti Americanism was growing. Once the America got into these countries such as Cuba, they made bad situations to be worse. They made the country to have a trade embargo and they also had a lot of political confusion since the time of Spanish American war. American soldiers who were deployed to these countries were very violent and they used threats to maintain and keep peace. During this era more than 200,000 Cuban citizens died from the fight while others died of diseases in time of conflict. The citizen from this nation were not happy about the American actions because they made a lot of people to be American citizen without their will. This explains why there is a lot of hatred towards Americans in these countries.
There were several implications which were as a result of American imperialism, many Americans citizens accepted and agreed with the continuous expansion of the united states. This happened once the west land was won by the Americans, this made them to yarn for more. They were justifying their expansion of the new land just like the way the Spanish conquistadors did. The Americans felt that it was their duty to make sure that they civilianize the undeveloped nations. This signifies a kind of racial superiority. The American imperialism was mainly driven by trade opportunities as well as their economic growth. The islands which the united states got gave them a good presence as well as foothold which they need in order to ensure economic relations in Asia. The united states incorporated the pacific territories as a result they were able to operate supply ports which helped them to build the United States Navy. The American citizens and some politicians, they did not want America to conquer nations and they were against America taking control of Cuba and Philippines. This signified that America was only concerned with the political and economic influence around the globe but it did not want to be an empire like the Great Britain. 
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